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This mark scheme contains the instructions and marking guidance that our examiners used to mark 
candidate responses for this component.  
 
Before they start marking, examiners complete a standardisation process. They review a range of candidate 
responses and discuss the mark scheme in detail to agree which answers can and cannot be accepted. 
Examiners award marks where it is clear that candidate responses have met the requirements of the mark 
scheme. These requirements may vary between different components or different versions of the same 
component, depending on the exact requirements of the question and the candidate responses seen during 
the standardisation process.  
 
Sometimes, our mark schemes may allow marks to be awarded to responses which contain elements that 
are factually incorrect or for content not covered by the syllabus. We do this in response to the demands of a 
specific question to support candidates and make sure that our assessments are fair. However, these 
allowances should not be used as a guide for teaching and learning.  
 
We cannot discuss the mark scheme with schools, and we recommend that schools read the mark scheme 
together with the assessment material and the Principal Examiner Report for Teachers. 
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General marking principles 
 

All examiners must apply these marking principles when marking candidate responses.  
 

1 Examiners must award marks for each response in line with: 
 

• the specific content defined in the mark scheme  

• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the level descriptions  

• the standard of response required as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

2 Examiners must award whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

3 Examiners must award marks positively. This means that: 
 

• marks are not deducted for errors or omissions 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers as defined in the mark scheme and also for other valid answers which go beyond the 
scope of the syllabus and mark scheme referring to your team leader as appropriate  

• the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar are judged only when the mark scheme indicates that these features are specifically 
assessed in the question. However, the meaning of all responses must be unambiguous. 

4 Examiners must consistently apply the requirements of the mark scheme and any rules for what to do when candidates have not followed 
instructions correctly. 

5 Examiners must use the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme, unless limited by the quality of the candidate responses seen. 

6 Examiners must award marks according to the mark scheme and must not award marks with grade thresholds or grade descriptions in 
mind. 
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Annotations guidance for centres 
 
Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to one another. Examiners are trained during the 
standardisation process on how and when to use annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standardisation and monitoring 
processes and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. The meaning of annotations and 
how they are used is specific to each component and is understood by all examiners who mark the component.  
 
We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may see on copies of scripts. Note that there may 
not be a direct correlation between the number of annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an 
indication of the quality of the response.  
 
The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.  
 
Annotations 
 

Annotation Meaning 

 
stamp to annotate blank pages of script to confirm the examiner has seen the page 

 
correct 

 
incorrect 

 
omission (e.g. word missing from the sentence) 

 
indecipherable / incomprehensible 

 contradiction 

 detail 

 irrelevant 
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Annotation Meaning 

 development 

 inaccurate language 

 repetition (of language or content) 

 benefit of the doubt (i.e. response not covered by the mark scheme, but the examiner’s judgement is that credit should be given) 

 good language 

highlighter  
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 General Marking Instructions 

Marks Question 1: Enter a mark out of 10 in the mark input box. Place a tick on the script to indicate each correct marking unit (up to 10 
units) according to the mark scheme. 
 
Question 2: Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box. Place a tick on the script to indicate each correct marking unit (up to 20 
units) according to the mark scheme. 
 
Question 3 onwards: Enter a mark for each question in the appropriate mark input box. For answers not covered by the mark 
scheme, the annotation tool can be used. After marking the whole of the reading comprehension, enter a mark out of 5 in the mark 
input box for Language and Spelling. 

No 
response 

and ‘0’ 
marks 

There is a NR (No Response) option in RM Assessor. 
 
Award NR (No Response): 

• If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or 

• If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question being asked (e.g. ‘can’t do’ or ‘don’t know’) or 
• If there is only a mark which isn’t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a question mark). 
• For all questions which the candidate has not chosen (see box above for more information). 

 
Award 0: 
If there is any attempt that earns no credit. This could, for example, include the candidate copying all or some of the question, or 
any working that does not earn any marks, whether crossed out or not. 

Batch 
dates 

All scripts must be marked by the date specified. 

Crossing 
out 

(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark if the final attempt is correct. 
 

(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed-out work. 

Marking 
principles 

Please note that it is not possible to list all acceptable alternatives in the mark scheme. You will need to consider all alternative 
answers and unexpected approaches in candidates’ scripts, make a decision on whether they communicate the required elements, 
in consultation with you team leader if necessary (or with your product manager if you are a single examiner), and award marks 
accordingly. 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

1 
 

Unit Target Language English Unit 
mark 

1 ஒருநாஞ௙ பஞௐது வயதாகுஞ௔ கவிதா 
ஒரு அழகிய பூஞ௑ததாஞ௎டியிஞ௘ 
உரஞௐ஦த நிரஞ௓பி சில பூக்களீஞ௒ 
வி஦தக஦ள அதஞௗகுஞ௙ தூவினாஞ௙. 

One day, Kavitha who is ten 
years old, filled a pot with 
compost and sow some 
flower seeds in it.  

1 

2 தனது படுக்஦கய஦ையிஞ௘ 
பாதுகாஞ௓பான மூ஦லதயாஞ௒ைிஞ௘ 
அஞ௑தஞௐ ததாஞ௎டி஦ய ஦வஞௐதாள். 

She kept that pot in a safe 
corner in her bedroom.  

1 

3 அஞ௑த வி஦தகளுக்குஞௐ தினமுஞ௔ 
கா஦லயிஞ௘ தஞ௏ணஞீ௖ ஊஞௗை அவஞ௙ 
மைஞ௓பதிஞ௘஦ல. 

She never forgets to water 
these seeds every morning.  

1 

4 அ஦வ வளஞ௖ஞ௑ததுஞ௔ தாயாருக்கு 
அவஞௗ஦ைஞ௓ தபரு஦மயாகக் காஞ௎ட 
஥வஞ௏டுஞ௔ எஞ௒பது அவளது 
விருஞ௓பஞ௔. 

She was willing to show them 
to her mum with pride after 
they have grown.  

1 

5 இரு வாரக௎களுக்குஞ௓ பிஞ௒னருஞ௔ 
அஞ௑த வி஦தகஞ௙ வளராதது 
கவிதாவுக்கு மிகுஞ௑த ஏமாஞௗைஞௐ஦தக் 
தகாடுஞௐதது. 

Kavitha was disappointed to 
see the seeds had not grown 
even after two weeks.  

1 

 

10  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

1 
 

Unit Target Language English Unit 
mark 

6 கவ஦ல஥யாடு தாயாரிடஞ௔ தசஞ௒று 
அதஞௗகான காரணஞௐ஦தக் ஥கஞ௎டாஞ௙. 

She went to her mother 
worriedly and asked for the 
reason.  

1 

7 தசடிகளுக்குஞௐ தஞ௏ணஞீ௖, நஞ௘ல 
உரஞ௔, நஞ௘ல சூரிய தவளீக௏சஞ௔ 
ஆகிய மூஞ௒றுஞ௔ மிகவுஞ௔ முக்கியஞ௔ 
எஞ௒றுஞ௔ இவஞௗைிஞ௘ எது கு஦ைவாக 
உஞ௙ளது எஞ௒றுஞ௔ தாயாஞ௖ ஥கஞ௎டாஞ௖. 

The plants need three 
essential things which are 
water, good compost and 
good sunlight and mother 
asked which one is lacking.   

1 

8 சஞௗறு஥நரஞ௔ சிஞ௑திஞௐத கவிதா, தனது 
பூஞ௑ததாஞ௎டிக்கு சூரிய தவளீக௏சஞ௔ 
஥பாதாது எஞ௒ப஦தஞ௓ புரிஞ௑து 
தகாஞ௏டாஞ௙. 

Kavitha, who thought for a 
moment, realised that her 
flower pot is not getting 
enough sunlight.  

 

1 

9 பூஞ௑ததாஞ௎டி஦யஞௐ தனது அ஦ையிஞ௒ 
மூ஦லயிலிருஞ௑து எடுஞௐதுஞௐ 
஥தாஞ௎டஞௐதிஞ௘ சூரிய தவளீக௏சஞ௔ 
படுஞ௔ இடதமாஞ௒ைிஞ௘ பாதுகாஞ௓பாக 
஦வஞௐதாஞ௙. 

She took the flower pot from 
the corner of her room and 
safely kept it under a sunny 
spot in the garden.  

1 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

1 
 

Unit Target Language English Unit 
mark 

10 சில நாஞ௎களுக்குஞ௓ பிஞ௒னஞ௖ அஞ௑தஞ௓ 
பூஞ௑ததாஞ௎டி முழுவதுஞ௔ 
சிஞ௒னஞ்சிைிய பூஞ்தசடிகஞ௙ 
தவளீவஞ௑து கவிதாவுக்கு 
மகிஞ௚க௏சி஦யக் தகாடுஞௐதன. 

After few days, tinny little 
plants grew from the flower 
pot and made Kavitha feel 
happy.  

1 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

2 
 

Unit English Tamil Full sentence Unit 
mark 

1 Kumar was 
asking his friends 
and neighbours 

குமாஞ௖ அயலவஞ௖க஦ளயுஞ௔ 
நஞ௏பஞ௖க஦ளயுஞ௔ 
஥கஞ௎டுக்தகாஞ௏டிருஞ௑தாஞ௒ 

குமாஞ௖ தனது 
தசஞ௘லஞ௓பிராணி 
அஞ௔ப஦ரக் 
கஞ௏டுபிடிஞ௓பதஞௗ
குஞௐ தனக்கு 
உதவுமாறு  
அயலவஞ௖க஦ளயு
ஞ௔ 
நஞ௏பஞ௖க஦ளயுஞ௔ 
஥கஞ௎டுக்தகாஞ௏டி
ருஞ௑தாஞ௒.  

1 

2 to help him with 
the search for his 
pet cat, Amber. 

தனது தசஞ௘லஞ௓பிராணி 
அஞ௔ப஦ரக் 
கஞ௏டுபிடிஞ௓பதஞௗகுஞௐ 
தனக்கு உதவுமாறு   

1 

3 Amber had gone 
missing for the 
last few days.  

கடஞ௑த ஐஞ௑து நாஞ௎களாக 
அஞ௔பஞ௖ காணாமஞ௘ 
஥பாஞ௕விஞ௎டது. 

கடஞ௑த சில 
நாஞ௎களாக 
அஞ௔பஞ௖ 
காணாமஞ௘ 
஥பாஞ௕விஞ௎டது.  

1 

 

20  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

2 
 

Unit English Tamil Full sentence Unit 
mark 

4 Kumar named her 
as ‘Amber’  

குமாஞ௖ அவளுக்கு ‘அஞ௔பஞ௖’ 
எஞ௒று தபயரிஞ௎டாஞ௒. 

புலியி஦ன ஒஞௐத 
வடிவி஦ன 
அவளுக்குக் 
தகாடுக்குஞ௔ 
அழகிய அஞ௔பஞ௖ 
நிை ஥காடுகஞ௙ 
காரணமாகக் 
குமாஞ௖ 
அவளுக்கு 
‘அஞ௔பஞ௖’ எஞ௒று 
தபயரிஞ௎டாஞ௒.  

1 

5 because of her 
beautiful Amber 
colour stripes 

அழகிய அஞ௔பஞ௖ நிை 
஥காடுகஞ௙ காரணமாக 

1 

6 that make her to 
look like a tiger. 

புலியி஦ன ஒஞௐத 
வடிவி஦ன அவளுக்குக் 
தகாடுக்குஞ௔ 

1 

7 Initially, he 
thought  

ஆரஞ௔பஞௐதிஞ௘ அவஞ௒ 
நி஦னஞௐதாஞ௒. 

ஆரஞ௔பஞௐதிஞ௘ 
அஞ௔பஞ௖ அடுஞௐத 
நாஞ௙ வஞீ௎டுக்குஞௐ 
திருஞ௔பி வஞ௑து 
விடுவாஞ௙ எஞ௒று 
அவஞ௒ 
நி஦னஞௐதாஞ௒.  

1 

8 that Amber will 
return home the 
next day. 

அஞ௔பஞ௖ அடுஞௐத நாஞ௙ 
வஞீ௎டுக்குஞௐ திருஞ௔பி வஞ௑து 
விடுவாஞ௙ எஞ௒று 

1 
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2 
 

Unit English Tamil Full sentence Unit 
mark 

9 As Amber didn’t 
return, he printed 
a leaflet  

அஞ௔பஞ௖ திருஞ௔பி 
வராததாஞ௘ அவஞ௒..... 
ஒரு துஞ௏டுஞ௓ பிரசுரஞௐ஦த 
அக௏சிஞ௎டாஞ௒. 

அஞ௔பஞ௖ திருஞ௔பி 
வராததாஞ௘ 
அவஞ௒ அஞ௔பரிஞ௒ 
படஞௐ஦தயுஞ௔ 
தனது 
ததா஦ல஥பசி 
இலக்கஞௐ஦தயுஞ௔ 
உஞ௙ளடக்கிய 
ஒரு துஞ௏டுஞ௓ 
பிரசுரஞௐ஦த 
அக௏சிஞ௎டாஞ௒.  

1 

10 with a photo of 
Amber and his 
phone number on 
it.  

அஞ௔பரிஞ௒ படஞௐ஦தயுஞ௔ 
தனது ததா஦ல஥பசி 
இலக்கஞௐ஦தயுஞ௔ 
உஞ௙ளடக்கிய 

1 

11 Then he 
displayed this 
sign on some of 
the light posts 

பிஞ௒னஞ௖, இஞ௑தஞௐ துஞ௏டுஞ௓ 
பிரசுரஞௐ஦த அவஞ௒ .... 
மிஞ௒ கஞ௔பக௎களீஞ௘ 
கஞ௎டிவிஞ௎டாஞ௒.   

பிஞ௒னஞ௖, 
‘காணவிஞ௘஦ல’ 
எஞ௒ை தசஞ௕தி 
அடக௎கிய இஞ௑தஞௐ 
துஞ௏டுஞ௓ 
பிரசுரஞௐ஦த 
அவஞ௒ தனது 
இஞ௘லஞௐதிஞௗகு 
அருகிலுஞ௙ள 
மிஞ௒ 
கஞ௔பக௎களீஞ௘ 
கஞ௎டிவிஞ௎டாஞ௒.   

1 

12 near his house 
with a message 
saying ‘Missing’. 

‘காணவிஞ௘஦ல’ எஞ௒ை 
தசஞ௕தி அடக௎கிய...... 
தனது இஞ௘லஞௐதிஞௗகு 
அருகிலுஞ௙ள 

1 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

2 
 

Unit English Tamil Full sentence Unit 
mark 

13 He received a few 
phone calls 

சில ததா஦ல஥பசி 
அ஦ழஞ௓புகஞ௙........... வஞ௑தன. 

தனது பூ஦ன஦ய 
ஒஞௐத 
பூ஦ன஦யக் 
கஞ௏டதாக சில 
ததா஦ல஥பசி 
அ஦ழஞ௓புகஞ௙ 
அயலவஞ௖களீடஞ௔ 
இருஞ௑து 
அவனுக்கு 
வஞ௑தன. 

1 

14 from his 
neighbours 
sighting a cat 
similar to his cat. 

தனது பூ஦ன஦ய ஒஞௐத 
பூ஦ன஦யக் 
கஞ௏டதாக........ 
அயலவஞ௖களீடஞ௔ இருஞ௑து 

1 

15 But those cats 
were not Amber.  

ஆனாஞ௘ அஞ௑தஞ௓ பூ஦னகஞ௙  
அஞ௔பஞ௖ இஞ௘஦ல. 

ஆனாஞ௘ அஞ௑தஞ௓ 
பூ஦னகஞ௙  
அஞ௔பஞ௖ இஞ௘஦ல.  

1 

16 The next day, his 
mum told Kumar 
that 

அடுஞௐத நாஞ௙ அவனது 
தாயாஞ௖ குமாரிடஞ௔..... 
கூைினாஞ௖. 

அடுஞௐத நாஞ௙ 
அவனது தாயாஞ௖ 
குமாரிடஞ௔ தாஞ௒ 
஥கராஜிஞ௘ 
சஞௐதக௎க஦ளக் 
஥கஞ௎டதாகக் 
கூைினாஞ௖.  

1 

17 she heard some 
noises in the 
garage.  

தாஞ௒ ஥கராஜிஞ௘ 
சஞௐதக௎க஦ளக் ஥கஞ௎டதாக 

1 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

2 
 

Unit English Tamil Full sentence Unit 
mark 

18 When Kumar 
went to check, he 
was surprised. 

குமாஞ௖ அத஦னஞ௓ பாஞ௖க்கக௏ 
தசஞ௒ை஥பாது, அவஞ௒ 
மிகவுஞ௔ 
ஆக௏சரியஞ௓பஞ௎டாஞ௒. 

குமாஞ௖ அத஦னஞ௓ 
பாஞ௖க்கக௏ 
தசஞ௒ை஥பாது, 
அவஞ௒ மிகவுஞ௔ 
ஆக௏சரியஞ௓பஞ௎டா
ஞ௒.  

1 

19 Amber had given 
birth to  

அஞ௔பஞ௖…… 
ஈஞ௒ைிருஞ௑தது/தபஞௗதைடுஞௐதி
ருஞ௑தது. 

அஞ௔பஞ௖ ஆறு 
அழகிய பூ஦னக் 
குஞ௎டிக஦ள 
஥கராஜிஞௗகுஞ௙ 
ஈஞ௒ைிருஞ௑தது/தப
ஞௗதைடுஞௐதிருஞ௑த
து.  

1 

20 Six beautiful 
kittens in the 
garage.  
 

ஆறு அழகிய பூ஦னக் 
குஞ௎டிக஦ள..... 
஥கராஜிஞௗகுஞ௙ 

1 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

3 விமலாவுக்குஞ௓ பிைஞ௑தநாஞ௙ விழா஦வ ஏஞௗபாடு தசஞ௕ய யாஞ௖ 
விருஞ௔பினாஞ௖கஞ௙? 

விமலாவிஞ௒ கணவஞ௒ ரவியுஞ௔ அவளது மகனுஞ௔ மகளுஞ௔ 

3  

4 பிஞ௙஦ளகஞ௙ இருவருஞ௔ பாடசா஦லயிலிருஞ௑து வஞ௑ததுஞ௔ எஞ௒ன 
தசஞ௕வாஞ௖கஞ௙?   

1 பாடசா஦லயிஞ௘ தரஞ௓பஞ௎ட வஞீ௎டுஞ௓ பாடக௎க஦ளக௏ தசஞ௕வாஞ௖கஞ௙ 

2 சமூக வ஦லஞௐதளஙகளீஞ௘ ஥நரஞ௔ தசலவழிஞ௓பாஞ௖கஞ௙ 

2  

5 விழாவுக்கான ஏஞௗபாடுகளுக்கு யாஞ௖ யாஞ௖ எஞ௑ததஞ௑த தபாறுஞ௓புக஦ள 
எடுஞௐதுக்தகாஞ௏டாஞ௖கஞ௙? 

1 ரவி – அ஦ழஞ௓பு விடுஞௐதஞ௘ 

2 மகஞ௒ – உணவகஞௐதிலிருஞ௑து உண஦வ வரவ஦ழஞௐதஞ௘ 

3 மகஞ௙ – வஞீ௎஦டஞௐ தயாரிஞௐதஞ௘ 

3  

6 உைவினஞ௖களுக்கு அ஦ழஞ௓பு விடுக்குஞ௔ ஥வ஦ல ஏஞ௒ இலகுவான 
விடயமாக ரவிக்கு இருக்கவிஞ௘஦ல? 

1 ரவி வஞீ௎டிஞ௘ இருஞ௑த ஥நரதமஞ௘லாஞ௔ விமலாவுஞ௔ வஞீ௎டிஞ௘ இருஞ௑தாஞ௙. 
2 அலுவலகஞௐதிலிருஞ௑து வஞீ௎஦டஞ௓பஞௗைிக௏ சிஞ௑திக்க முடியவிஞ௘஦ல 

2  
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

7 ரவியிஞ௒ கணினீ஦யஞ௓ பாஞ௖ஞௐத விமலா எஞ௒ன தசயஞ௘க஦ளக௏ தசஞ௕தாஞ௙? 

1 கணினீக்கு அருகிஞ௘ தசஞ௒ைாஞ௙ 

2 மிஞ௒னஞ்ச஦ல வாசிஞௐதாஞ௙ 

3 புஞ௒முறுவ஥லாடு சிரிஞௐதாஞ௙ 

4 எதுவுஞ௔ ததரியாதது஥பாஞ௘ இருஞ௑தாஞ௙  

5 அஞ௑த இடஞௐ஦தவிஞ௎டு அவஞ௙ நகஞ௖ஞ௑தாஞ௙ 

3 ஏ஥தனுஞ௔ மூஞ௒று 
விடயக௎களுக்குஞ௓ 
புஞ௙ளீகஞ௙ 
வழக௎கவுஞ௔.  

8 தனது தாயாருக்கு உதவாத஦த உணஞ௖ஞ௑த மகஞ௙ எஞௐத஦கய 
உணஞ௖வுகளுக்குஞ௙ உஞ௎பஞ௎டாஞ௙? 

1 தவஞ௎கமுஞ௔  

2 சக௎கடமுஞ௔ 

2  

9 ஥கக்கிஞ௒ எஞௐத஦கய தஞ௒஦மக஦ள மூவருமாக முடிதவடுஞௐதாஞ௖கஞ௙? 

நிைஞ௔ 

1 வடிவ஦மஞ௓பு 

2 அளவு 

3 நிைஞ௔ 

3  

10 எதனாஞ௘ தபஞ௏ ‘இஞ௘லஞௐதரசி’ எஞ௒று அ஦ழக்கஞ௓படுகிைாஞ௙? ஏ஥தனுஞ௔ 
இரஞ௏டு வி஦டக஦ளஞௐ தருக.  

 

1 இஞ௘லஞௐ஦த நிஞ௖வகிஞ௓பதாஞ௘ 

2 இஞ௘லஞௐதிஞ௒ த஦லவி எஞ௒பதாஞ௘ 

3 இஞ௘லஞௐதுக்காகஞ௓ பாடுபடுபவஞ௙ எஞ௒பதாஞ௘ 

2 ஏ஥தனுஞ௔ இரஞ௏டு 
விடயக௎களுக்குஞ௓ 

புஞ௙ளீகஞ௙ 
வழக௎கவுஞ௔. 
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 Language and Spelling 

5 
(Excellent) 

• Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate. 

• Varied, precise vocabulary. 

• Relevant material from the text is rephrased in a sophisticated manner. 

• Hardly any or no technical errors. 

4 
(Good) 

• Clear, appropriate language. 

• Appropriate vocabulary. 

• Relevant material from the text is rephrased well. 

• Few technical errors. 

3 
(Adequate) 

• Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simply syntax. 

• Adequate vocabulary. 

• Evidence of copying word for word from text. 

• Some technical errors. 

2 
(Weak) 

• Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simply syntax with some clumsiness. 

• Thin vocabulary. 

• General reliance on copying from text. 

• A number of technical errors. 

1 
(Poor) 

• Thin, inappropriate use of language. 

• Confused and obscure. 

• Indiscriminate copying from the text may occur. 

• Many errors. 

0 • Nothing worthy of credit.  

 


